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Dear Friends of the Capitol Theatre,

Thank you. Without you, 2020 would have been impossible. 

When the Capitol Theatre originally opened in early 1927 to fanfare and a sold-out crowd, no one expected the stock 
market crash and its extended impact on the country. People struggled for a decade during the Great Depression. While a 
third of all American movie houses closed, your Capitol Theatre stood strong, showing silent films and hosting vaudeville 
acts to help patrons escape for just a while.

During two world wars, a gas crisis in the 1970s and now, a pandemic which began in 2020, the Capitol Theatre has  
presided over the south end of Main Street. Thank you for your role in the life of this nearly hundred-year-old theatre!

With your patronage and support, the Capitol Theatre Center presented and hosted shows, movies, and events until 
COVID-19 forced the theatre to close mid-March 2020. A much-needed major repair, funded entirely with grant dollars, 
was started and is well underway. A new partnership was formed with the Franklin County Government and we are  
grateful for their rental of the Capitol Theatre and our Wood Center multi-purpose space to accommodate their small 
group needs. Young families were delighted that the Capitol Theatre’s Young Playwrights Festival, in cooperation with 
the Chambersburg Community Theatre, came to life in a new virtual format. The Chambersburg Ballet Theatre School 
continued instructing young dancers in socially distanced small group and virtual sessions.

Following CDC guidelines and with the utmost respect for your safety, the Capitol staff and board look forward to the time 
when we can open the doors to safely welcome you back.  With your continued support, the Capitol will make it through 
these “dimmed light” days, toward its “bright lights” future.

Ann Wagner 
Chair, Capitol Theatre Center Foundation Development Committee

PS: We’re so thankful for your help. How can the Capitol Theatre help you? If you need a large space, the Capitol Theatre is here 
for you. Our main theatre and spacious Wood Center are perfect for socially distanced weddings, showers, receptions, meetings, 
exercise classes, auctions and other events. Attendance levels will be dictated by the government at the time of the event.

Sign up to receive emails at www.thecapitoltheatre.org | 717 -263-0202
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In early 2021, the Capitol Theatre and the 
Chambersburg community lost one of its 
treasures, William F. McLaughlin. Bill was an 
avid reader, trivia wiz, and terrific storyteller; 
a fan of the Eagles, Phillies, and Penn State 
football. He remains beloved and is greatly 
missed by his family and friends, including 
the staff and fellow board members here 
at the Capitol Theatre. To the family for 
requesting them, and to all Bill’s friends who 
gave memorial gifts to the Capitol in his 
honor, thank you. Rest in peace, dear Bill.

Remembering 

Bill
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2020 
IN NUMBERS

 TICKETS SOLD: PRE-COVID EVENTS

2207 

8
FREE VIRTUAL PLAYS IN YOUNG 

PLAYWRIGHTS FESTIVAL

10
MOVIES/SHOWS/EVENTS PRESENTED 

BY CAPITOL THEATRE

 1 Employees & Professional Svcs 30%
 2 Insurance & Taxes 12%
 3 Marketing & Printing 5%
 4 Office Expenses 3%
 5 Debt Service 7%
 6 Utilities 13%
 7 Other 3%
 8 Needed Capital Projects 6%
 9 Repair & Maintenance 11%
 10 Fundraising 10%

BUDGET EXPENSES

$270,440 1

2
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20
DAYS OF USE BY FRANKLIN 
COUNTY DURING COVID19
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